
“Urban Succession: Navigating the Past, Present, and Future of 
Sustainable Cities and New Urban Centers”

A series of reflections



Cities are fascinating and complex systems that are constantly evolving, shaped by the interplay of var-

ious social, economic, and environmental factors. Understanding and navigating these systems can 

be a daunting task for anyone, from city planners to local residents. The challenge is how to take this 

complexity and present it in a way that is accessible and understandable, so that individuals can feel 

empowered to make positive changes in their communities.



Urban Utopias in the Twentieth Century 

Robert Fishman





















Current Utopias





















The case of Amman



























Investing in Existing Cities: Enhancing Sustainability 
and Livability



1.	 Infrastructure Retrofitting: Discuss the challenges and strategies for retrofitting existing infra-
structure in dense cities with topographic constraints. Explore innovative solutions for upgrading trans-

portation systems, utility networks, and public spaces to meet the evolving needs of the population.

2.	 Land Use Planning: Explore effective land use planning approaches that can optimize the lim-
ited available land in existing cities. Discuss strategies for maximizing land use efficiency, promoting 

mixed-use developments, and preserving green spaces in dense urban environments.

3.	 Affordable Housing: Examine the issue of affordable housing in existing cities and discuss strat-
egies to address it. Explore initiatives such as social housing programs, inclusionary zoning, and pub-

lic-private partnerships to ensure that housing remains accessible to diverse socioeconomic groups.



4.	 Smart City Technologies: Discussed how the integration of smart city technologies can enhance 
the sustainability and efficiency of existing cities. Explored examples of smart infrastructure, digital 
governance systems, and data-driven decision-making that can optimize resource management and 

improve quality of life.

5.	 Community Engagement and Participation: Highlight the importance of community engage-
ment and participation in the revitalization of existing cities. Discuss successful case studies where 

community involvement led to positive changes in urban development, and explore mechanisms to fos-
ter active citizen participation.

6.	 Financing Mechanisms: Discuss innovative financing mechanisms to support investments in ex-
isting cities. Explore public-private partnerships, impact investments, and other financing models that 

can help overcome financial constraints and facilitate sustainable urban development.



Revisiting the Challenges and Potential of New Smart Cities 
and Capitals: Lessons from Failed Attempts 

and Pathways to Success











Climate Change, Smart Cities, and Urban Resilience: 
Navigating the Role of Technology and Social Considerations



Panel discussion outcomes 
and provocations



Why Build new Urban Centers and New Cities?





Reasons for Developing New Urban Centers:

- Economic growth and investment opportunities.

- Real estate speculation and foreign direct investments.

- Addressing housing issues and providing employment opportunities.

- Relying on the personal views of visionaries rather than planners and citizens needs.



How can we understand and improve existing cities?





Understanding Existing Cities requires:

- Emphasizing the importance of understanding the history and memory of cities.

- Involving youth, entrepreneurs, and the community in improving existing cities.

- Prioritizing research, statistics, and technical aspects in decision-making and decisions that are 
developed based on evidence based research

- Investigating the relationship between rural and urban areas and the realtion of existing cities 
in relation to satellite cities or adjacent cities.



What Are the Challenges in Urban Planning 
and Implementation?





Challenges in Urban Planning and Implementation:

- Lack of fully implemented master plans due to resource and knowledge constraints.

- Insufficient infrastructure and planning in existing cities.

- Lack of community participation and resident involvement.

- Need for clear institutional setup and careful consideration of institutional differences.

- The impact of changing investment laws on economic stability.

- The importance of conducting cost-benefit analysis and avoiding exclusive spaces.



What Are the Roles and Responsibilities of Governments
 in Urban Development?





Government Roles and Responsibilities:

- Governments prioritizing the citizen welfare over personal interests.

- Clarifying residents’ rights and ensuring transparency in decision-making.

- Developing national planning frameworks, legal frameworks, and policy infrastructure.

- Identifying the roles of the private and public sectors in urban development.



How Do We Evaluate New Urban Centers 
and explore “Alternatives”?





Evaluation and Alternatives to New Urban Centers:

- Evaluating the feasibility and potential benefits of new urban centers.

- Considering the growth vs. development balance and the correlation between them.

- Exploring the possibility of investing in satellite cities to alleviate pressure on existing cities.

- Examining the role of culture, tradition, and green infrastructure in planning.

- Addressing water and food security in both existing and new cities.



How Can Social Equity and Inclusivity be Prioritized 
in Urban Development?





Social Equity Considerations:

- Ensuring citizen participation and addressing the needs of the residents.

- Focusing on social equity, inclusivity, and gender issues in cities.

- Providing choices and adequate services for residents within cities.

- Avoiding individualism and promoting collective responsibility.



How Can Urban Planning Address Climate Change and 
Environmental Concerns?





Climate Change and Environmental Considerations:

- Incorporating environmental sustainability in urban planning and development.

- Addressing the environmental impact of new urban centers and existing cities.

- Promoting compact development and reducing urban sprawl.

- Integrating green infrastructure and considering water and food security.

- Emphasizing the role of cities in mitigating climate change and promoting resilience.




